
382-Year-Old Bell 
Rung at Mission to 

Hail Killing of Shark 
Traveler Tells of Relics 
He Found on Trip to 

Lower California 
Tim ts another in a series | 

written for The Star by Randolph j 
Leigh. McLean (Va.) writer and \ 

traveler, who heads an expedition 
exploring little-known regions of j 
the Gulf of California. A party | 
of scientists and technicians j 
sailed from Norfolk, Va., last De- 

cember aboard the schooner Las- 
car II. which is being uesd as 

base for their operations. 

By RANDOLPH LEIGH. 

LORETO. Lower California. March 
1 (By Mail).—Today we visited the 

half-ruined mission of Loreto, one 

of the important relics of Spanish 
glorv in America. There we saw the 

oldest bell in America, made in 

Bruges, Belgium, in 1559 to cpip- 

brate the first marriage of Philip II 

Of Spain and long afterward sent 

to this distant coast by a Spanish 
Queen who was one of the chief j 
patrons of the missions in Lower I 
California. 

The bell is one of five hung upon 
the roof of the mission. They are 

suspended by chains attached to a 

crude arrangement of posts and a ; 

huge oaken cross beam. The belfry j 
is entirely gone and writh it, of | 
course, the original arrangement I 

which sustained them. The Bruges j 
bell is in almost as good condition j 
as the three best of the others. The j 
fifth bell, smallest of all. is in very 
bad condition, broken and eaten 

away by the elements. It looks as 

if it had been for a time in salt 
water. Perhaps it was used as a 

ship's bell, as it is only about 14 

inches high and was left in the 
water tor a time when the vessel 
went to pieces. 

The Bruges bell is 22 inches in 

height and well shaped, it is used 

now occasionally to announce the 

killing of an unusually big shark, 
I was informed by a native. The 

largest bell is 32 inches in height. 
The bells must not have been ex- 

posed in the open air for many 

years, although the air here is so ; 
clear and tne rainfall so light that 
It is possible that they have been 
there longer than one would imagine 
from their condition. 

Walls 3 Feet Thick. 
The dates on the other sound 

bells are 1738, 1742 and 1743. As 
the Loreto mission, the oldest one ; 
In either of the Califomias, was | 
founded in 1697. it is evident that 
they were a later acquisition. The 
smallest bell is in such condition 
that it is impossible to read its 
inscription. 

Most of the principal chapel of the 
mission is still in rather good con- 

dition. That is to say, the walls are 
Intact and only about one-sixth of j 
the roof is gone. Basilica-like in 
general design, that part of the mis- 
sion is 160 feet long, 30 feet wide 
and 42 feet high. The walls are 3 
feet thick and are of flat Roman 
bricks, similar to those in the 

Pantheon, combined with large na- 

tive stones. In accordance with the 
prevailing Spanish technique, the ! 
Interstices of the large stones were 

partly chinked up with small stones, 
to save mortar. 

The roof is flat, being sustained 
on its underside by handsome cedar 
beams, carved, but with elegant re- 
straint. Their brackets, also of wood, 
are well carved. Above these beams 1 

is a concrete ceiling, and on top of 
1 that a roof of tiles laid flat. 

So sturdy is the workmanship in 
j stone and brick that the archway 
for one of the large side doors still 
sustains the tons of masonry above 

j it despite the fact that vandals have 
! taken away half of its strength by 
removing many of the facing stones 
of the arch. About two-thirds of 
the original quadrangle of the en- 

tire mission remains standing, much 
| of it, however, badly broken down 
and roofless. The buildings are en- 

j tirely unprotected, in the sense 
that nothing is locked and any one 
can wander about at will. However, 

| nothing about the structure can be 
! purchased, although the community 
in which it is located is a poor one. 

Notable for Refectory. 
Two days ago we visited another 

of these missions, namely, the one 
at Mulege. Not quite as large as 

Loreto and far simpler, Mulege mis- 
sion is, nevertheless, imposing. It 
stands upon a small hill, overlook- 
ing a beautiful green valley, through 

I which flows the Rio Santa Rosalia. 
Its most important architectural 
feature is the large but splendidly 
proportioned refectory, with its 
graceful barrel-vaulted ceiling. The 
chapel and refectory are undamaged 
as to their roof and waUs. The tile 
floors, however, are gone, and wan- 
derers have built their campfires on 
the subfloors. 

The village of Mulege is located 
2 miles up the river, which flows 

j into the Gulf of California. This 
broad, rather shallow Rio Santa 
Rosalia winds between plantations of 
tall date palms. Along each side of 
tiie stream is a good dirt road. 

Totally ignorant of the fact that ! 
Mulege would be considered a port! 
at entry and would have customs \ 
and other officials, we anchored the 

j Lascar II at the mouth of the: 
j stream and started toward the vil- 
| lage In our skiff. Forty Knots. We ! 

j noticed a tall man, dressed in black, I 

who mounted a small horse as we 

passed into the river. Seeing him 
wave to us, we waved back and, 
innocently putting the lever of the 
outboard motor higher, rushed on 

against the current. 
After a few minutes we saw clouds 

ol dust rising along the bank of 
the stream on which we had seen 
the horseman. Behind the dust, and 
making more of it, were many boys 
and girls, shouting and waving. | 
Finally, coming around a bend in ; 
the stream we confronted the horse- 
man, who had tak;n a short cut 
and was at the water's edge, holding 
his arm up authoritatively. The j 
captain of the port, apparently, had 
come out to board us on horseback, j 
an entirely novel experience to add | 
to the many odd ones which I have ! 
had in dealing with port authorities j 
in the last few months. He. how- 
ever, was as cordial as unconven- 

tional and later posed for his picture 
and acted as general adviser as to 
seeing the sights in the vicinity. 

Mulege, by the way, has an im- 
mense citadel prison, built long ago 
by the Spaniards, and now used as 
a corral for horses. The community 
gives evidence of having had civil- 

izing inflences in it for a long time. 
There is an excellent and ancient | 
irrigation system, and in several | 
spots there are well-trained and 
carefully tended grape vines which 1 

are from 75 to 100 years old. 
We plan to visit to other missions, j 

25 or 30 miles away over a mountain i 
trail, qp muleback. I 

Selling Out Accumulated Stock 

WATCHES 
Elgin, lady's, 19-jewel -$17.50 
Hamilton, mon's, 17-jewel -- — 10.00 
Hamilton Wrist Watch, man's, 17-J. 15.00 
Other watches, all American makes, run 
amt look like new, less than half rerular 
value. From f.VOO up. 

E. GOLDEN 
527 10th St. N.W. »•; 

r~ —^ NOTE: Because of Snow Storm Last Week We Hove 
Been Requested to Repeat This GREAT SAVINGS! 

• Made to sell for more than 
double this price! 

• 22-Karat Gold-plated. 
• Beveled Plate-Glass Mir- 

rors. 

• Choice of dozens of de- 

signs. 
j • Many beautiful colors from 

which to choose. 

22-k. Gold Plated 
3-PIECE, COMB, 
BRUSH&MIRROR 
SETS! SA7„?,:?r I 

12.00 TO S4.9S VALVES! 

4 II 

I 
i 

We now have acquired the entire re- 

maining stack of discontinued designs 
of a nationally known manufacturer 

Bought at sacrifice prices, we're 
passing the savings on to you. Made 
to sell for many times this price, we 

advise SHOPPING EARLY to get a 

complete selection. Just 1 to 20 sets in 

each style. Each set individually boxed. 
■ ■ ■ 1 1 —■ ■——' —1 

EXTRA! Just 21, 3-Piece Sample Sets. $C 
Regularly $15 to $25- ̂  

Put Several Sets Away for Comini Birthdays, Anniversaries, 
Graduations and Even iSext Christmas! 

* ^ i AND ASSOC IATES .— 

Successors to Dulin A Martin Co., Inc, 

13 3 8 GEE STREET N. W. 
Crystal, Lamps, Stiver, Art, Furniture, Oriental Rugs, Etc- 

V J 

FLORSHEIM SHOES 
Take their rightful place at the head of the 

parade, by virtue of nationally acknowledged 
leadership in style and quality, workmanship, 
and wear. They’ve been the “Right Dress” for 

49 Easters, and they’re finer than ever nowl 

Mest Styles, *8” “'MO 

HAHN 
Men's Shops, 14th & G, 7th & K, 3212 14th, 4483 Conn. Ave. Open Evenings 

i > A, 

I 

The finest in quality th« 
foremost In style. Here are a 
few of our large assortment of 
Purtain sweaters. 

★ 

Gabardine ripper 
from with knitted 
hark and sleeves. 
Jridesrent shad's 
of blue and tan. 

Also In pullover. 

$3.93 

■% \ > 
X Pure vrool. subtle 

f,,„ ^ rib v-neck pull- 
i over classic. New 

I M Sprma colors In 
Bl f f areen blue, and 

EjWjT natural. 

S39'; 

A soft luxurious 
blend of pur# 
camel hair and 
wool. Cardigan 
model, button 
front, two pock- 
et*. natural 
*h»dr. 

97 M 

Our most populsr 
site veless pullover 
Soft luxurious camel 
hair and wool V- 
neck. natural shade. 

S3 SO 

Same model with 
sleeves _St 

Other Puritan 
sweaters 

SI.93 to Sft 

Collar Perfect 
AND COLOR PERFECT FOR SPRING 

“Mellotones'’ 

Mellow as 

moo nlight is 
this soft iridescent 
coloring and subtle 
“end and end” weave. 

In three smart col- 
lar styles. Manflair, 
Spread and Whippet, 
or regular collar, in 
the soft shades of 
blue, green and tan. 
A distinctive shirt at 

a popular price. 

ITHE DIMPLE 

STAYS PUT 

DRAPESTICH 
BY TROJAN 

A simple, patented method of 
stitching the lining to the body 
of the tie produces a perfect 
knot, dimple, and drape 
beautiful new Spring poplins, 
repps, foulards. 

Othors SI to S2.S0 

A Y. M. S. sensation of value and styling. 
^ Here’s an idea, picked up from the college 
boys, that’s now sweeping the country .. every- 
body’s going for it in a big way... and the Y. M. S. 
has naturally provided it for you in a big way! 

A COMPLETE spring 
suit, with an extra 

pair of contrasting 
gabardine slacks, to 

give you a complete 
spring wardrobe! 

Choose from a wide va- 

riety of smart new soft 
Shetland, rough tweed 
and cheviot suits. 

New sand tones, tan3, 
blues and greys. 

The suit alone would 
be a fine value at $31."5 

with the slacks 
thrown in it's a sensa- 

tion! See them today 
or tomorrow! 

LEE is improving the HAT-I-TUDE 
of the Nation with \VATERBLC3C at $5 

LEFT—The Cascade, a new 

Spring 2-ounce Water-Bloc 
easily creased and shaped 
utmost in hat comfort. Full ^ 

crown, Cavanaugh edge new 4 
shades of English grey, tan, air ^ 

blue, olive_§5 

RIGHT—Fifty Second St., a 

medium-weight hat for t 

Spring. It’s ali.ady creased for ' 

you! New shaded of grey, brown 
and tan---§5 

WALK-FITTED BOSTONIANS 

r~n Tobacco Browns “• 

} 
TONE UP THE NATION'S SHOES FOR SPRING 

BOSTONIANS planned months ago 

with clothing designers to find 
just the right shade leather to blend 
with the new Spring Covert, Glen Plaid 
and Gabardine suits. 

You’ll welcome Tobacco Brown, rich as a 

fine Havana cigar, companionable as a 

pipe on a cross-country jaunt ... in 

flexible wing-tips, quarter brogues, plain 
toes, moccasins. See them today. 

-.. 1 ■’ 1 fc-n. .... .J 

Full wing tip quarter Quarter brogue, tred- £2141 
brogue, fine natural veal JKT SfcX flex construction_ ^IWtOU 
leather .— 

• 

NOW is the time to open a CHARGE ACCOUNT 

DEFERRED PLAN ... 3 MONTHS TO PAY 
NO DOUN PAYMENT ... NO INTEREST CHARGES 

1319 F STREET 

k 


